
Name of Horse Breed/Type Colour Date of Birth

STALLION GRADING CERTIFICATE

IDENTIFICATION
To be completed by Veterinary Surgeon
nominated by the Owner

Instructions: 1. Written descriptions should be in block capitals.
2. Written descriptions and diagrams should agree.
3. All markings should be hatched in red.
4. Whorls must be shown thus ‘X’ and described below in detail.

Head:

Neck:

Limbs: L.F.
R.F.
L.H.
R.H.

Body:

Acquired Marks/Brands:

Height: (Hands) (cms) With/Without Shoes.
Bone: (Inches) (cms)
Girth: (Inches) (cms)

The Property of (Name & Address):

At (Place of Examination): Date:
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The examination is carried out substantially in accordance with the standard procedure
recommended by the R.C.V.S and the B.V.A. (Joint Memorandum on the Examination of Horses
1976 revised 1985). The examination is set out in five stages:

1. Preliminary examination.
2. In-hand exercise.
3. Strenuous exercise.
4. Period of rest.
5. Second trot up and foot examination.

Evidence of any disease or defect should be assessed with regard to these permanently
rendering the animal unsuitable for breeding. Each animal should be qualified with pertinent
comments. “Satisfactory” is acceptable as a minimal opinion.

1. Preliminary Examination
a. Conformation. The Conformation is entirely a matter for the breed society. However,

conformation which is potentially deleterious or detrimental to athletic
ability or durability should be recorded and discussed.

b. Head

c. Neck

d. Limbs L.F.
R.F.
L.H.
R.H.

e. Body

f. Genitalia Testicular size, texture and degree of descent. Both testicles must be capable
of full descent into the scrotum and their sizes should not vary greater than
10%. There should be no evidence of cryptorchidism inguinal hernia.

2. In-Hand Exercise
Action at the walk and trot on a hard level surface.

Turning in the horse’s own length and trotting away.

Backing.

Distal limb flexion tests.

3. Strenuous Exercise
Action at the walk, trot and canter on the lunge or under saddle on both reins.
The exercise must be strenuous enough to exert the horse’s cardio-vascular
and locomotor systems within the limit of its fitness. There should be no
evidence of laryngeal hemiplagia or pharyngeal dysplasia or of surgical
correction for these.
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4. Period of Rest.
Observation for the presence of steriotypic behaviour (vices) and other
temperamental problems. Observation of stance in the box. Heart rate and
respiratory recovery times.

5. Second Trot up and Foot Examination

Note. This external examination does not include any special techniques other than:
1. Blood typing.
2. Blood samples for non-normal nutrients.

At the examining veterinary surgeon’s request other special techniques such
as endoscopy, radiography, ultrasonography and haematological examinations
may be used.

Special techniques and findings performed:

I found no clinical signs of disease, injury of physical abnormality which may render the above
horse permanently unsuitable for stud purposes other than recorded above. In my opinion this
horse is clinically free from conformation defects currently thought to be hereditable.
This clinical examination is not such as to determine this horse’s athletic ability and durability with
particular regard to such diseases or injuries which might compromise these.

Veterinary Surgeon’s name
(Block Capitals)

Address

Veterinary Surgeon’s signature
Date of signature

I certify that the above horse has not been administered any non-normal nutrients within the
previous three weeks.

Owners name
(Block Capitals)

Address

Veterinary Surgeon’s signature
Date of signature
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